Digitalised endoscopic retrograde pancreatography (D-ERP): a comparison with ERCP.
Cannulation of the papilla of Vater was successful in 49 out of 65 cases (75.4%) and digital imaging of the pancreas in 38% of cases. Visualisation of the pancreatic duct with D-ERP was comparable to that of conventional ERCP. Absent or faint opacification of the parenchyma was seen in 39.5% of patients. Both methods were equally effective for the diagnosis of pancreatic tumours. D-ERP was better than ERCP for the diagnosis of chronic pancreatitis. Two patients (4.1%) had clinical evidence of mild acute pancreatitis following pancreatic duct injections.